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Passport News 
VIRTUAL SUMMER CAMP 2020 BY NIA HUGULEY 

It is now week 4 and although we can’t be in person, Passport to 
Adventure: The Virtual Summer Camp for 2020 has had an amazing time 
full of fun and learning.  We are able to see one another and interact virtu-
ally. Since the summer program started, each week we have discussed and 
learned about different topics such as Dinosaurs, the Food Pyramid, Ani-
mals, and this week's topic which is Sports. Along with those topics we also 
took virtual field trips at least once a week to dive deeper into the topic.  
We aim for our campers to stay engaged and feel as if they are on an actual 
fieldtrip. These virtual field trips have been very interesting, especially for 
the children.  We may be in our homes, but we can explore anywhere in the 
world thanks to the improved technology we have today.  

During the week where the topic was about dinosaurs, Passport 
took a field trip to the Canadian Museum of Nature where the campers ex-
plored the Dino exhibit. They were able to learn about new dinosaurs, and 
how dinosaurs were found and became extinct.  Some of the interesting 
dinosaurs that were explored during the field trip that the children enjoyed 
were the  T-Rex, the Corythosaurus, and the Triceratops. They even 
learned about dinosaur poop! The dinosaur poop lets Paleontologists know 
what kind of dinosaur used to exist and also shows the things it ate.  

Another virtual field trip Passport to Adventure enjoyed was to the 
Cow Comfort Inn Dairy: Dairy Farm. Our children learned the daily proce-
dures and tasks that occur on a dairy farm because less than 2% of the pop-
ulation actually knows what exactly happens at a dairy farm. The campers 
enjoyed learning about how a cow produces milk. They watched how cows 
live their lives in order to provide for ours. They were really engaged and 
asked a lot of questions. 
  In Conclusion, Passport to Adventure has had an amazing three 
weeks of during our Virtual Summer Camp, despite the problems and di-
lemma caused by this pandemic.  It was exciting to witness how the chil-
dren just LOVE to experience and engage with one another whether it be in 
person or online.  We will continue to make sure this summer camp is the 
Best Virtual Summer Camp a child could experience no matter the circum-
stances. 
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“I feel as though protests and petitions or some kind of action is necessary 
in order for our voices to be heard.” 

 

 Since the Covid-19 outbreak and the recent killings of George Floyd 
and Breonna Taylor, Chicagoans and many more have been protesting 
about the injustice of our systems and Black Lives Matter. Some have been 
peaceful, while others have been outrageous, especially the ones that 
caused people to loot and break into stores and businesses to “prove their 
point”.  Although some of these protests have been crazy, change has made 
itself known because along with these protests, petitions were made and 
signed for the injustices and corruption of our system to be changed. One 
of these petitions recently led to the re-opening of the Breonna Taylor case. 

 
 I personally have not been to any of the peaceful protests or just 

any in general because I honestly didn’t know exact dates and times for 
them. I really do care about the purpose of them, especially being a young 
black woman in America. These protests I feel, have really shown how peo-
ple think and their true colors, especially people in power. I think there 
should be more peaceful protests so our voices can be heard and continue 
to be heard until there is justice for all. Although that might take forever, 
we have to fight for what we know is right. We can’t let the wrongness of 
our systems and country to live on forever. 

 
 In conclusion, I feel as though protests and petitions or some kind 

of action is necessary in order for our voices to be heard. Everyone should 

continue to speak their voice in a proper manner. In order for us to have 

respect is to give respect and we have to all realize that. Change starts with 

us.   

THE FLAG BY JAMES PRUITT 

PEACEFUL PROTEST BY  NIA HUGULEY 

The confederate was flown in the 

south during the civil war to oppose 

the views of the north at the time. 

Even today, the confederate flag is 

still flown high and proudly by 

Americans despite its negative histo-

ry. Many believe that it’s a symbol of 

racism while others believe its a sym-

bol of southern pride and heritage. 

However, seeing this flag can make 

anyone, especially African Americans 

feel unsafe and uncomfortable. Re-

cently, NASCAR banned the flying of 

the flags from all races and this was 

big news. Being a southern dominant 

sport, there was a lot of criticism 

from fans, mostly being rage. Some 

people even threatened to quit Nas-

car for good because of the ban. With 

the growing continuing growth of the 

Black Lives Matter Movement fol-

lowing George Floyd’s death, Bubba 

Wallace, the lone black NASCAR 

driver brought attention to flags ear-

lier and mentioned how no one 

should be uncomfortable at races 

and how audience members should 

feel welcomed and safe.  
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GETTING RID OF COLUMBUS STATUE   BY DERRICK WALTON 
 

 My thoughts on Mayor Lightfoot taking down the statue as an effort to stop the vandalizing Chicago 

is something that I am conflicted on. One thing I do agree with is that I understand why Lori Lightfoot took it 

down. Police were trying to guard it as the statue was getting vandalized by protestors who thought that 

Christopher Columbus symbolized injustice due to him starting exploitation and mistreating the Indigenous 

Native Americans when he came there. I do agree that temporarily taking down the statue will stop the 

Christopher Columbus statues from getting vandalized because if they continued to spray graffiti and vandal-

ize it.  The statue might eventually become broken beyond repair. What I disagree with though, is the mes-

sage this gives off. I feel like taking down the statue gives some ammunition to the rioters by making them 

think that they can vandalize any property bad enough to the point that it will be taken down. If rioters keep 

thinking like this, other statues like George Washington statues could be taken down as well. I think that tak-

ing the statue down temporarily is not the best way to deal with the situation since it would most likely back-

fire. This is because I feel like vandalizing the statues is something 

that rioters will keep doing for a long time and not something that 

will just pass after a couple of months. This means that it would 

most likely take a couple months for the statues to be put up again 

or they could be taken down permanently. It also does not help that 

a month before Lightfoot took the Columbus statues down, she said 

that we should not take down the statues but to use them to con-

front history and trigger reckoning. The fact that she said this only 

to take down the statue a month later makes her seem like a hypo-

crite which would ruin some of her credibility. While I understand 

why Lightfoot did this, she is not helping her case when she seemed 

to be against this a month earlier. 

 I disagree with the message protestors think Columbus 

stands for. Protestors think Columbus stands for the beginning of 

genocide and the mistreatment of Americans. I disagree with this 

because I feel like this only focusing on the worst aspects of Christo-

pher Columbus. This is on the level of someone symbolizing George 

Washington as what’s wrong in America due to him owning slaves. I 

feel like Christopher Columbus is the symbol of how America as a 

whole started. I feel like the good and bad of history should be rec-

ognized. This means that I would keep the Christopher Columbus 

statues, but I would note some of the bad things he did. 

Christopher Columbus Statue in Chicago’s Grant Park Location 
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PORTLAND UNREST BY DERRICK WALTON 

 In Portland, 
there are many peo-
ple that are protest-
ing due to the de-
ployment of federal 
law enforcement 
who have tried to 
subdue protests by 
using militarized 
efforts. The mili-
tary is in Portland 
due to the civic un-
rest happening 
there as a result of 
police involvement 
in the death of 

George Floyd. The intent of the military is to stop the 
protests from getting out of hand and to stop the rioting 
and anarchy happening in the streets. The protestors do 
not want any federal enforcement, so they are protest-
ing even harder as a result. Out of all the protests in 
Portland, the majority of them are done by white peo-
ple. This shows the progression of racial equality due 
to the fact that Portland used to be the center of white 
supremacy and a lot of organizations like the Ku Klux 
Klan, but now it is one of the epic-centers of the Black 
Lives Matter movement. 
 I disagree with what is going on in Portland on 
both sides. On the federal side, I do not agree with the 
law enforcing people in the military to stop the unrest 
happening in Portland. This is because I know that 
most protestors will not agree with anything a police 
officer says. I feel like deploying the military in the 
situation might be a little extreme and might result in 
more violence if used incorrectly. It also does not help 
that the military seems to just be shooting protesters 
without cause, which may include peaceful protesters. 
I feel like this is only going to make the people in Port-
land angrier and if they keep advancing the military in 
Portland, the city will turn into a war zone. 

On the citizen side, I do not agree with rioting 
to prove a point. While I do agree with peaceful pro-
tests since a big enough protest might result in change 
being made, riots will only cause more damage in the 
city as a whole which would not help innocent citizens 
and it can result in more police causing a downward 
spiral. The reactions to federal presence is understand-
able but a bit extreme. I generally feel like this when it 
comes to our reactions of an Black man being killed in 
general. I agree that we have way too many cops that 
are killing Americans unjustly and that the police 
should be held accountable. I do not agree with de-
funding the police by 50% and it is a bit extreme to 
compare the police with Nazis or the KKK. Despite 
this, I do like that even though the majority of citizens 
in Portland are white, they are generally supportive 

with Black Lives Matter instead of the police. I feel 
like this is good because it shows that at the end of the 
day, the race of an individual will not change what we 
think of them. What we care about most is how they 
are treated. We also want there to be a massive reform 
on how the police are hired so unjust killings do not 
continue to happen. 

All in all, I do not fully agree with either side.  
I would prefer peaceful protest and make sure that the 
police are intimidated enough to make substantial 
change. I would want everyone to understand that we 
need police reform and that we will no longer tolerate 
bad police or police brutality. I feel like if they did this, 
the police might improve in the country as a whole. On 
the police side, I would want them not to have to resort 
to using the military. Instead, I would like them to try 
to moderate the protests to make sure it does not get 
too violent. I want them to allow the protests that 
seems to be going fine. They should arrest the rioters 
and not the protestors. Also, when the protests are 
done, I would want the police to do more intense sur-
veillance on them so no bad police apples are running 
the streets. They could do this by giving them a small 
camera so other officers can see what he is doing. I 
would also do a mental check to make sure that an in-
ducted cop does not have immoral or psychotic tenden-
cies. I feel like this would result in an overall improve-
ment of the police. 
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 Portland, Oregon is a city who is at unrest when it comes 
to protesting and the injustice of our government system. Every 
night since the death of George Floyd, the City of Portland has 
had protests almost every day and night because they are disgust-
ed by the racism and the system who is supposed to protect us. 
Now Portland is known to be one the whitest and racist cities in 
America, but the people in today’s generation and time realize 
that this isn't right and want to change the look they have on 
themselves. They also want racism to stop. 
 
 Recently, Protesters were arrested for misdemeanor 
charges because of how the protests spiraled out. It is obvious the 
police of Portland do not necessarily care about the protesters 
just trying to help make a change for their city. The military was 
called in because the people of Portland were accused of 
“disobeying the lawful orders” of their city. After protesters were 
arrested, they were also prohibited from attending protests or any 
demonstrations of it.  
 
 I personally did not know about Portland’s history and 

how hard they were coming for protests. It seems to me as though they really care about the racial issues 

of this government system. I feel as though they should continue to let their voices be heard properly and 

to change the narrative of their history. If they combined with other cities, a change is bound to happen 

for the good of the country. 

 Black Lives Matter is a movement that is in-

fluenced by police brutality and racial violence 

against black citizens. The organization started in 

2013 with the death of an unarmed black teenager 

Trayvon Martin. Since then the movement has con-

tinued to expand and vocalize the injustice African 

Americans face. Constantly we see how African 

Americans are being judged and attacked just be-

cause they are black, and we just want to be treated 

the same just as everyone else.  

 Black Lives Matter to me means that we are 

able to spread our voice and bring to attention how 

differently we are treated just because of the color of 

our skin. BLM is peaceful and just wants justice for 

all of those who have been done wrong. There have 

been countless black victims of police brutality and 

racial violence and rarely do they get the justice they 

deserve. BLM wants to defund the police to better the 

lives of minority communities such as better housing 

and education, and seeing more African-Americans 

hold positions of power. Black lives matter is an im-

portant movement because we as black Americans 

are often under attack just because of our skin color 

and face the consequences for it. Black people have to 

stand together and amplify our voice.  

PORTLAND BY NIA HUGULEY 

BLM BY JAMES PRUITT 
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MY FRESHMAN EXPERIENCE BY DERRICK  

 My first year in DePaul University was an interesting 

experience. There were many things that happened in college 

that I had no idea would happen. For one thing, college is a lot 

more independent than high school. For example, people will not 

babysit you on how you are supposed to behave. You just have to 

figure it out. You also have to look at your emails because there 

might be important notes they won’t tell you in class. Along with 

that, college does not give out school bus transportation. You 

have to get there yourself. Because of this, I learned how to take 

the “L” Train and the CTA Bus. There were also days I was com-

pletely on my own when it comes to getting ready for school. This 

made me realize that I slowly became more self-sufficient. 

 Certain things I did on my own was that I attended a 

couple of events around Downtown. I was also able to go through 

a couple of occult locations for my research by myself as well. I 

was also on my own in making sure I eat properly and not get 

into sticky situations. The food they had at lunch was enough 

that you could not eat it all at once and they had many different 

types of drinks every day. I usually go with water because I want 

to stay healthy. 

 I also realized that the classes were harder as well. The 

classes in college usually consisted of longer essays with stricter 

grading, a lot more take home tests that were due at different 

times and more homework due on average. I was surprised by 

the due date on some of the tests and homework assignments. 

They were not always due during the next class. They could be 

due on Friday night or Sunday night which means that I could 

not procrastinate. Because I did not expect this policy, I ended 

up missing my first quiz . I was also surprised by how discipline 

works as well. When you are doing something wrong in class, 

they either tell you after class is over or just send you to the dean 

immediately. This is not how it was in high school, where they 

just tell you in the moment to stop. Despite this, I was able to 

learn a lot in college.  

 My freshman year started as normal at first, but it got 

completely changed at around the end of Winter Quarter. That 

was when the Coronavirus became bad enough that the health 

officials considered it a pandemic. My last classes were taken 

through zoom and I had the option to opt out of my history ex-

am, which I chose to do. This pandemic then continued through-

out the spring quarter which completely changed it. All of my 

classes were taken online, either synchronously like my Calculus 

class, asynchronously like my Accounting class or a mixture of 

both. What I realized was that it was a lot harder to do online 

classes because a lot of the time, teachers will not explicitly tell 

you what to do. You have to look for the information yourself on 

the syllabus. I also felt that college became less fun as well, be-

cause the only thing that happens in online classes are the clas-

ses. That entire college experience is lost. The experiences of 

talking to a lot of students about different things or hanging out 

playing games together. Over time, I grew sick of staying home 

and just wanted the pandemic to end. I do understand why there 

was a stay home order though. I would rather people stay safe at 

home then get sick outside. 

 Overall, I do prefer college over high school. First, you 

have more freedom, but  make sure you attend all of your classes. 

Afterwards, you can eat lunch, hang out with clubs, play games 

with other students, and go home as soon after you attend every 

class. There are less classes which means more time to do your 

homework or more time at school. This makes college feel like a 

place where you can easily relax and have time in yourself unlike 

in high school which for some people feels like a trap. 

 In conclusion, my first year in college was a wake up call 

on how independent life is and it took 

some time for me to be able to adjust.  

Afterwards, I felt very fulfilled.  Col-

lege will help me get a job in the fu-

ture. I do wish that my spring quarter 

was spent on campus rather than at 

home, however, but it is better to be 

safe now than to feel sorry later. 

 

SENIOR YEAR BY NIA HUGULEY 

 My name is Nia and I just graduated from Kenwood Academy High School during a pandemic. 
The COVID-19 / Corona disease has had a major impact on my life and my 2019-2020 senior year. 
Kenwood was a new school for me and because of this pandemic and a CPS strike, I wasn’t able to expe-
rience everything like how I wanted to. We went from going to school then the next day not coming 
back because of a strike.  Later there was a disease outbreak and everyone was forced into a quarantine. 
We had to start online, virtual classes to finish the year off.   For me, it was something I didn't want, 
because I learned best with in-person instruction. Unfortunately, there was nothing we could do. My 
grades were affected but I finished strong with most A’s and a few B’s. This COVID-19 outbreak had 

also ruined my senior activities. There were NO senior trips or prom. I was very upset because prom had been something I was 
looking forward to since senior year. I really just wanted my last year of high school to be fun and enjoyable just like every other 
senior from this graduating class of 2020.  My graduation was also virtual.  It was in June during Stage 2 of reopening, so we 
were able to go outside with limits.  We conducted a drive-by graduation at my school while still social distancing.  
 
 This upcoming fall, I will be attending Morgan State University. I will be majoring in Nursing so that I may become a Ne-

onatal Nurse to work in the Pediatric Unit.  As I continue my life and education journey, I’m going to enter in with a mindset of 

being focused and open-minded.  Although we are limited to most things while being on campus, I’m ready for this new life expe-

rience.  Classes will most likely be a hybrid of online/virtual and some in-person. I know there will be obstacles and trials once 

I’m away and on my own.  But with GOD on my side, HE will protect me and help me stay focused so I can be successful and be-

come the best me I can be. 



have more freedom, but  make sure you attend all of your classes. 

 How do I feel about Covid-19?  Well I think that it ruined my senior 

year. I was expecting to have a great senior year. I was expecting to have fun 

with all those senior events, especially prom. It also messed up my soccer sea-

son. I was able to lead my team to state this year that was actually going to be 

captain. It just messed up. I feel like I worked hard for 12 years just to get to be 

let down and not enjoy my senior year. 

 

 I feel like the 2020-2021 school year might just be the same as 2019-

2020. I only say that because Lightfoot was saying she wanted to fully remote 

11th and 12th graders because she didn't think it safe for them to return to 

school yet. Next school I feel like kids really not going to want to go back. I feel 

like the next school is going to be harder than before. 

 

 I feel like Covid just messed up the world now because everyone is 

talking about Covid-19. It feels like this is really hurting children in the young-

er students, like those going to kindergarten because they may not get what 

they need to get from their teacher. 

 

 I feel that Covid also ruined my summer job.   I have been working for 

past two summers with Westwood with their Passport to Adventure Summer 

Camp.   This year would make the third summer, but it wouldn’t  be a normal 

summer camp because of Covid.  We have to do virtual summer camp and this 

is something very new to us.  Everything we do now has to be virtual , such as 

doc appointments, classes, summer camp etc. Covid ruined us because we just 

can’t go anywhere without any face coving.  When you go in the store, there’s a 

 If you told me my senior 

year would mostly take place in the 

comfort of my own home, I would’ve 

thought you were joking. Going into 

my final year of high school I was 

looking forward to many of activi-

ties such as prom, class sing, and 

our senior luncheon. But all of this 

was gone due to this pandemic. This 

experience was really a curveball for 

me and really made things depress-

ing.  I was rarely able to leave the 

house and had to take extreme safe-

ty precautions. I feel like I put in so 

much work and it was all worth 

nothing in the end. 

 Being a freshman in college 

along with facing a pandemic is also 

troublesome. Some schools don’t 

really have a full plan yet or are con-

tinuing to change their plans. Some 

are fully online while some are do-

ing a mix of online and face to face 

with social distancing. To avoid 

risks, I personally believe that learn-

ing this year should be online to 

prevent the spread of COVID. Once 

the situation is actually under con-

trol schools and universities should 

slowly go back to their normal pro-

cedures. 

  After college, my goal is to 

become a veterinarian. I’ve always 

enjoyed learning about animals and 

I’ve spent a lot of years doing re-

search on them and watching in-

formative videos about them. I hope 

that my path through college will 

bring me even more knowledge 

about animals.  I know that my pas-

sion for science continues to grow 

and I look forward to what the fu-

ture has in store for me. 

COVID-19 AND SENIOR YEAR BY MORGAN 

SCHOOL YEAR 19-20 BY JAMES PRUITT 
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WCDC 

Westwood CDC mission is 

to provide community 

awareness and address the 

economic  issues that 

plague the city of Chicago.  

Our goal is to provide ser-

vices and resources to low-

income, homeless, unem-

ployed and disadvantaged 

individuals.  We aim to 

strengthen communities 

through economic and com-

munity outreach services. 

CLASS OF 2020  

This last page is a dedication to our Senior Class of 2020 

and children who had to adapt to a virtual style of enjoying 

the summer.   They may have graduated under some ex-

treme circumstances but they will be Leaders in their own 

rights.  Westwood CDC is so proud of each and everyone of 

them as well as all those who graduated under extreme cir-

cumstances.  Here’s to YOU! 

CHEERS AND CONGRATULATIONS! 

PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE WCDC 

140 West 81 Street  
Chicago, IL 60620 

 
Phone: 773-873-0192 

Fax: 773-873-5618 
E-mail: westwoodcdc.com 

website: https://
www.westwoodcdc.com 

YOUR LOGO HERE 


